56                 Sir Philip Sidney.                [1572

great pity, we think it necessary for you, upon rea-
sonable conditions, to accept the offer of Mr. Philip
Sidney, if the same be again made. If also a further
offer be made by Mr. Robert Sidney for one of your
daughters, we likewise hold the same nothing neces-
sary for you to refuse." *

As to the grounds for .this formal notification of
the second marriage project that was made for Philip
Sidney before he was nineteen years old, or of the
similar project for his little brother Robert, who was
now only ten, we are not informed; nor do we know
anything either of the antecedents of the proposal
or threat of Lord Berkeley's four plain-speaking
correspondents, or of its sequel, save that neither
Philip nor Robert married a daughter of his lord-
ship. Lord Berkeley, the twelfth peer of the name,
was a somewhat eccentric person. His chief pleasure
in life was hunting. Queen Elizabeth visited him at
Berkeley Castle in 1563, when he was about thirty,
and her courtiers made such havoc of his deer-park,
that, in his wrath at the mischief they had done, he
cleared out all the deer that remained and turned it
into pasture-land. Thereupon her Majesty sent him
word that he must be careful as to his behaviour,
seeing that my lord of Leicester greatly desired to
include Berkeley Castle among his possessions.

* This document is among the MSS. in the possession of Lord
Fitzhardinge at Berkeley Castle.